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ANTLERS SOUGHT FOR TERMINALLY ILL
AND DISABLED KIDS
by EVA WILSON.

SCIF HUMANITARIAN SERVICES MANAGER EVA WILSON has e-mailed us the following request:
“Last October, I had sent the e-mail below to all North American chapter presidents and humanitarian services officers.  It has come to my attention that Ralph Barten, who has since donated many antler craft items to numerous SCI chapters, is in need of more antlers to pursue his craft.  A blind man who donates antler craft items to share at outdoor activities for terminally ill or disabled children, (Ralph) was referred to me by Don Christensen (http://afarcry.info) who works with a lot of disabled hunters.  According to Don, Ralph is a “super nice guy…who makes up for his lack of sight with a big heart and does a great job for the kids.” 
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His last donation was to USSA: 600 antler zipper pulls. He recently received 38 lbs. from a chapter in Kansas, but he can always use more.  If you have any antlers you can spare, kindly send them to Ralph at the address provided below.  If you would like Ralph to donate some of his crafts to an upcoming chapter event—or if you would like to donate some antlers to assist him with his activities--kindly contact him directly.  If you have not done so, you may also wish to avail yourself of his wares!  
Thanks and best regards,

Eva Wilson

Safari Club International Found
E-mail below from Ralph Barten: 

“Hi. I'm Ralph Barten. I'm totally blind and I make antler craft items.  I am involved with a few organizations that sponsor outdoor activities for terminally ill and/or disabled kids. I make a variety of items and donate for them to give out at their activities.

1.Antler key chain/zipperpull--a tip with a drilled hole and a short piece of chain-kind of like a rabbit’s foot-

2. Antler necklaces--small pieces of antler and wooden beads strung on a piece of leather

3. Diamond willow walking sticks--I attach a small piece of antler to them for decoration

If anyone feels like I could do this for their organization or for someone you know, I would be more than happy to help. If anyone could provide antlers (small ones are great as the big boys are just too beautiful to cut up) that would be great too. I am willing to cover postage costs.”

Ralph Barten

1305 Northridge Drive

Ladysmith,WI 54848

715 532 9857

joemt_2000@yahoo.com
(Editor’s Note) Ralph Barten became blind as a result of a lower back surgery gone wrong. While recovering he saw a TV program about kids living with cancer. "They became my heroes," Ralph says. Ralph attends a number of functions for sportsmen with disabilities, (mainly kids) making "stuff" for them, and it has grown into anactivity that he enjoys doing for various charities for youth with disabilities and illnesses. Ralph makes, among other things, diamond willow walking sticks. Diamond willow is a wonderful carving wood.  The unique diamond formations, tinged in red, contrast beautifully to the creamy colored sapwood.  The wood is relatively soft, and hence easy to carve.  Yet it is remarkably sturdy - great for a walking staff. He also makes antler tip zipper pulls, and antler jewelry. Ralph is always in need of antlers for his jewelry, and if you know of someone that could donate some antlers please contact The Way Outfitters.[image: image3.jpg]FOUNDATION




