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CITES and ALLIGATOR

PRODUCTS
by CHRISTY PLOTT REDD, American Tanning & Leather Co.
DID YOU KNOW that it is currently ILLEGAL to travel to Mainland China with your Alligator Handbag unless you have a CITES permit?

My mother and I found out the hard way when we recently traveled from Shanghai back to the USA through the Detroit Airport.  Regrettably, our alligator handbags were confiscated and seized by US Fish and Wildlife Service because we did not have a CITES re-export permit for our personal handbags when coming back from China.  I consider myself to be somewhat well versed with CITES rules, but on this occasion, I was misinformed.  I hope to shed a little light on the issue so you might be prepared and avoid my pitfall.
To simplify, I will make a short list of countries which do NOT need a CITES from tourists for personal effects under the CITES resolution and a short list of countries which DO need a CITES for tourists.  PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE RULES APPLY TO AMERICAN ALLIGATOR PRODUCTS AND OTHER APPENDIX II SPECIES ONLY.

Do NOT Need a CITES permit if you are traveling as a tourist to the following countries:

(This means if you are traveling BACK from one of these countries into the USA with your products, you do NOT need a CITES permit for your personal items, under 4 in quantity)

· Hong Kong

· Macau

· The European Union

· Indonesia (10 products allowed with no CITES permit)

DO NEED a CITES permit if you are traveling to these countries: (This means that if you take your bag or product there, but do not have a valid export US CITES permit and a Valid Re-export CITES from the country when you are coming back, YOU CANNOT LEGALLY BRING YOUR PRODUCT BACK INTO THE USA!)

· Mainland China  (THIS IS WHERE I HAD THE PROBLEM)

· Japan

The USA takes stronger measures and stricter interpretations to the Resolution by saying that:

You must obtain a CITES document for personal or household effects and meet the requirements of this part if one of the following applies:

(1) The Management Authority of the importing, exporting, or re-exporting country requires a CITES document.

In my case, I did not realize that China required import permission for a personal alligator handbag.  I assumed that China was like most other countries and had a personal effects exemption of 4 alligator articles per person.  Therefore, I did not obtain a CITES permit.   

Although Chinese customs never stopped me nor asked me for documentation, I was legally required to have a permit according to Chinese law.  I left China without proper legal import clearance for my handbag into China and subsequently without Chinese RE-EXPORT documentation to the USA for my bag.  (If you didn't legally bring it in, you cannot legally take it out.)

Thus the "re-exporting country" that I was traveling from (China) required CITES documentation, and therefore the USA required it according to US Law, CFR Title 50, Part 23.   

Here is some information that will likely be useful to you or your customers.  Code of Federal Regulations in Title 50, Part 23:
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FOR TRAVEL AND ENTRY INTO THE USA:

You bring up to 4 Products into the USA if the following conditions apply:

Product must be made from an Appendix II Species

YES:  American Alligator, Nile crocodile, Porosus from Australia or PNG

NO:  Siamensis Crocodile, Porosus from Indonesia

No more than 4 Products Per Person Allowed

You own the product for personal use (Commercial Samples DO NOT APPLY)

You must be either wearing the product or carrying it in your personal luggage, not in cargo

You are traveling from a country that does not require a CITES permit for personal effects

Here is the link to the CITES website with the Personal Effects Resolution which details the rules which apply to traveling with crocodile and alligator products internationally.  Note that each Party Country has the right to make the laws more strict as long as they send out a letter or Notification to the Parties or document detailing what changes they will implement.  

These Notification to the Parties documents are sometimes very tricky and difficult to find.  I did a bit of searching and found a Personal Effects Exemption Document on the CITES website.  You may take a look by clicking HERE.  You will need to scroll down to the part that reads:  Personal and Household Effects.
