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Help Promote Water for Wildlife
Attention all SCI Members: please take a moment to write a comment letter in support of the reinstallation of 12 wells for wildlife in the Mojave Preserve in California.  This is an issue SCI has been working on for many years. These wells have provided water for desert wildlife for the last 60-140 years and were shut down only recently when the National Park Service took over the administration of the land that the wells were built on.  The NPS doesn't recognize the importance of these water sources to desert wildlife.  Without your help, these wells may never again be available to the hundreds of species that have grown to rely on them.

The comment period is open until January 31st and we need as many sportsmen and women around the country to make their feelings known about this issue.  During the last open comment period on this issue, anti-hunting letters outnumbered sportsmen's letters 1,700 to 250.  We don't want that to happen again.  We have attached talking points to help you understand the issues and a double-sided “postcard“ for you to write your comments on. Please use this double-sided material to compose your letter but remember, don’t just cut and paste, create your own personalized letter.  Government agencies refuse to give full weight to computer generated or copied correspondence and/or form letters.

If you plan to be at the SCI Convention in Reno next week, look for Ken Schwartz, Anna Seidman or Doug Burdin from SCI's Washington, D.C. office.  Ken, Anna and Doug will have the talking points on hand with a “postcard“ ready for you to fill in with your own personal note, and will mail it for you.  If you require additional information, please contact Ken in the Washington D.C. office at kschwartz@sci-dc.org.

 

Travel to Zimbabwe Still Open
According to SCI’s contacts at the Zimbabwe Association of Tour and Safari Operators (ZATSO), rumors about the U.S. prohibiting hunters traveling from America to Zimbabwe are false.  ZATSO officials have spoken with the U.S. Embassy in Harare and confirmed this information.  There is still a U.S. ban on dealing with certain Zimbabwe government officials and some of those may be involved in outfitting hunts.  If you wish to check the US Embassy website for the Banned List, the address is www.harare.usembassy.gov.  As we have previously advised, if you are going to hunt in Zimbabwe get a written statement from your outfitter that he is not dealing with anyone on the Banned List.

 

Idaho Wolf Delisting
An agreement has been reached between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the State of Idaho transferring authority of the experimental population of the gray wolf in the Northern Rocky Mountains area back to the state.  This agreement is entered into in order to facilitate an orderly transition from federal management to state management and to further enhance the conservation of the gray wolf.  (Source: U.S.FWS)

 

Utah Reinstates Spring Bear Hunt
“Utah Wildlife Board members reinstated a controversial statewide spring bear hunt after a 14-year absence, saying females should not be overly affected, as once feared.  Concerns that too many females were being killed in the spring, leaving orphan cubs, led the state to drop the hunt after the 1992 season. But the results of a five-year study showed that was not the case, officials said.  The board approved 172 public permits for this spring and another 70 for the fall hunt (Aug. 26-Sept. 30 and Nov. 1-26). Thirteen permits for black bear were also given to state American Indian tribes. Counting the 13 permits allocated to the tribes, there is an overall increase of 17 from the 238 offered last time. “  (Source: The Salt Lake Tribune)

 

New DEP Chief Announced for New Jersey
New Jersey Gov.-elect Jon Corzine announced yesterday he has selected Lisa Jackson, an assistant commissioner at the state Department of Environmental Protection, to become the agency's new commissioner.  Jackson replaces embattled DEP commissioner Brad Campbell who was the central figure in the New Jersey bear hunt over the past 3 years.  Jackson started her career in the U.S. EPA's Superfund office overseeing toxic site cleanups and said she will focus on clean energy, smart growth and the urban environment. Her reputation as a technically oriented career environmental regulator has won her praise from both business and environmental groups. No word yet on her stance regarding hunting or the bear hunt in particular.  (Source: Greenwire)

 
Sierra Club Wants to Know Why You Hunt
As part of a new contest, The Sierra Club wants to receive essays about why people hunt.  The grand prize winner will receive an all expense paid hunting and fishing trip for two to an Alaska sportsman's lodge.  For more information, please visit the website www.whyihunt.org.
 
Animal Extremists & Comedians?
He used to be known as Chris Garnett, but today, the worker with People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) has officially changed his name to “KentuckyFriedCruelty.Com.”  As a youth outreach coordinator for PETA, “KFC.com“ says the name "never fails to spark a discussion." Dot-com's friends, however, still call him Chris.  (Source: Outdoor Wire)

 

We hope to see you all at SCIâ€™s Annual Convention in Reno â€“ January 18-21.  
See www.safariclub.org for more details.
