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New Jersey Bear Hunt Survives Anti-Hunting Legal Challenge
The 2005 New Jersey bear hunt went on as scheduled after SCI and the U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance intervened in court on behalf of sportsmen.  The New Jersey State Supreme Court and a lower court claimed that the Department of Environmental Protection’s newly written bear management plan was sufficient enough to allow the hunt to proceed despite motions by anti hunting groups that bear population statistics weren’t accurate enough.  A total of 4,434 permits were issued and 297 bears were harvested over a 6 day period.  For complete information, visit the NJ Department of Environmental Protection website at www.state.nj.us/dep.  

On a related note, there was little news from the anti-hunters who promised to “storm the woods” and disrupt New Jersey bear hunters.  There were some reports of tree stands being destroyed and trail markers being altered but that could not be confirmed at press time.

Anti Hunters Buy Guide-Outfitting Rights to Close Down Hunting
“An anti-hunting group has paid $1.35-million to buy the guide-outfitting rights to a prime piece of B.C.'s wilderness with a view to ending permanently the commercial killing of all animals in the area.  The Raincoast Conservation Foundation has acquired the guide-outfitting rights to five contiguous hunting regions along the central coast, stretching from the northern tip of Vancouver Island in the south to Princess Royal Island in the north, representing a land mass of more than 20,000 square kilometers.”   They plan to shut down all trophy hunting on this land by the end of 2006.  (Source: Canada.com)

Colorado Wildlife Commission May Restructure Permit Allocations
The CO Wildlife Commission is looking for public comment or testimony on a proposed change to resident and non-resident permit allocations.  If the change is made, starting in 2006, nonresident hunters will only be able to draw 20% of the elk and deer licenses (down from the current 40%) and only in the highest and hardest units to draw hunts - those that require 5 or more preference points to draw.  In the rest of the draw hunts, they will only be able to draw up to 35% of the licenses.  The Colorado Division of Wildlife is pushing for this change.  Wildlife Commissioners are accepting written comments and public testimony at their January 12 & 13, 2006 meeting.  If you would like to provide comments, please e-mail the Colorado Wildlife Commission at wildlife.comm@state,co.us. For more information on this issue, e-mail coa@starband.net. (Source: Colorado Outfitters Association)

Please note that SCI’s official policy is to “urge the states to be mindful of the equities of nonresident hunters. Much of huntable land, particularly in the west, is federal land that belongs to all citizens. Every American should have a reasonable opportunity to hunt in states that have hunting.â”  For a complete copy of SCI’s policy, visit our website at www.scifirstforhunters.org under “Where We Stand.”
Mojave Draft EA Finally Released
The Mojave National Preserve has finally released their Draft Environmental Assessment on the proposed reactivation of twelve water wells upon which wildlife of the Preserve have become dependent.  Sadly, the EA suggests that the Preserve may choose a course of action that would involve comprehensive study of the area's natural and artificial water sources, but would not include the reactivation of the twelve crucial wells.  SCI is currently analyzing the document and will soon call on all members in California, and those in other states who recognize the importance of water for wildlife, to provide comments in support of our position that the Preserve should reactivate these wells.

Ontario Bear Hunt Back On?
It may be too soon for such good news but the Toronto Star reports that Ontario residents want the provincial government to reevaluate their "Bear Wise" program and initiate a spring bear hunt in 2006. Following a sharp rise in bear/human incidents, the two year-old "Bear Wise" program has been called ineffective as it “manages people, not bears.”  (Source: Outdoor Wire/Toronto Star)

New Hunter Survey Aims to Help Hunting and Shooting Sports
If you are looking for a way to help support the hunting and shooting sports, please participate in a new online survey. Sign on to: www.huntersurvey.com to participate. First time users will need to complete a quick registration process, but the actual surveys only take about two minutes to complete.  The survey is free and by participating you are eligible to win one of several $100 monthly gift certificates to be given away each month. 
The goal of the survey is to develop more “real-time” information on the economic impact and consumer trends of hunting and shooting sports. This type of survey has been used by other industries for years to help shape their operations.  Huntersurvey.com was developed by the highly respected Southwick Associates Inc. They have been involved in monitoring hunting and fishing economic trends for years. This data has been applied in a variety of ways to demonstrate both the economic and conservation value of our industry. Southwick Associates has assured us that e-mail addresses only will be used for sending monthly electronic surveys and will never be sold, given away or used for any other purpose.  
