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South African Environment Minister Issues Report on Hunting
A panel of experts in South Africa that was commissioned by Environment Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk has recommended a complete ban on the canned hunting of lions.  The panel’s report came out at the end of October and suggested this and other changes in hunting in South Africa (RSA).  Other items that were discussed in the report were a ban on cross-breeding and a ban on importation of exotic species.  The report recognizes that hunting is a major part of South African life and a big economic boom for their country and insisted that these steps will make their country even more attractive to hunters from around the world.  SCI will keep you apprised of this situation.  For the full story, visit www.southafrica.co.za/ or for the full report visit www.lib.uct.ac.za/govpubs under “Panel of Hunting Experts.” 

 

Hunter Killer Sentenced to Life in Prison
Wisconsin resident Chai Soua Vang was sentenced to life in prison with no chance of parole for killing six unarmed deer hunters and wounding two others last November in the Wisconsin woods.  Sawyer County Circuit Judge Norman Yackel described Vang's crimes as "unspeakably brutal," and imposed the maximum possible sentence on all six counts of first-degree intentional homicide and all three counts of attempted first-degree intentional homicide.  (Source: Appleton Post Crescent)

 

San Francisco Gun Ban Passes
On Election Day, San Francisco voters overwhelmingly passed a gun ban within city and county limits.  This measure will ban the manufacture, distribution, sale and transfer of firearms and ammunition within San Francisco and also ban residents from possessing handguns at all.  All guns must be turned over to police by April 1, 2006.  The NRA and other groups have promised swift legal action.

Final results: Measure H

Yes: 89,696   57.91%

No: 65,185   42.09%

 

USFS Targets Hunters with New Welcome Webpage 
A new feature on the U.S. Forest Service's National wildlife website shows a welcome page specifically for hunters.  If you would like to view this new webpage, please visit the site at  http://www.fs.fed.us/biology/wildlife/hunters.html  (Source: E&E Daily).

 

Would You Like to Adopt-A-Dumpster?
Bear Trust International out of Missoula, Montana has launched their  “Adopt-A-Dumpster”™ Program.  Their goal is to install wildlife-resistant dumpsters in strategic areas around the country.  The program is a joint effort of Bear Trust International, the National Wildlife Federation, and state and federal wildlife and land management agencies.  Sponsors will pay to install a dumpster and will be acknowledged with a sign at the dumpster site.  Each $2,900 donation is tax-deductible and sponsors are not responsible for any maintenance.  If you would like more information on this program, please contact BTI at www.beartrust.org.

