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Is Canada Next to Sue Gun Manufacturers?
In recent press reports, Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin stated that "Americans have an obligation to help stop the smuggling of guns into Canada."  Martin and his cabinet are preparing to promote numerous "crime prevention measures" which may include taking certain steps to deal with what they claim is a problem of illegal firearms being smuggled into Canada from the US. Other politicians have speculated about filing lawsuits against U.S. gun makers.  This initiative stems from a recent surge in gun violence in and around Toronto. This is happening at the same time President Bush signed a law to eliminate "frivolous lawsuits" against gun manufactures in the U.S.  SCI will keep you posted as this story develops. (Source: Edmonton Journal)

 

Maryland Bear Hunt Deemed Successful
The successful 2005 bear hunt in Maryland came to a close 4 days into the hunt at the behest of Maryland DNR Director Paul Peditto.  The hunt commenced Monday, Oct. 24, one half-hour before sunrise in Garrett and Allegany Counties. As the check stations closed at 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 27, 40 bears had been reported. The target harvest was 40-55 bears when Peditto made the decision Thursday night to close the hunt since the management objectives had been reached.  (Source: Outdoor Wire)

IUCN / SCIF Decision
The IUCN Council has decided not to act on SCIF's application for membership at this time, but has delayed its decision to next May.  IUCN is the largest and oldest conservation organization in the world.  It has a strong influence on policies and laws affecting wildlife conservation and hunting.  It is made up of about 75 countries and nearly 500 non-government conservation organizations.  IUCN has adopted a policy of sustainable use of wildlife, which means that hunting is accepted when it is done on a sound conservation basis. 

 

Forest Service Receives Clarification on Special Permits
On October 19, 2005, Judge Singleton for the California District Court made a ruling in the case of Earth Island Institute v. Ruthenbeck that solved a huge problem for guides and outfitters whose special use permits for guiding on forest lands had been delayed or withdrawn.  The judge had previously entered a broad ruling in September, applicable to many uses of Forest Service lands, that made it appear that the Forest Service could issue no special use permits to the guides and outfitters without first publishing the permit application, and allowing the public to comment on and/or appeal the issuance of the permit.  In the clarification issued on October 19th, the judge limited his ruling and made it clear that the special use permits were exempt from his previous ruling and could be issued without the notice, comment and appeal process.  On October 20th, Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth issued directives to Forest Service personnel that will allow the prompt issuance of most of the permits that were held up prior to the clarification.  

 

New Bird Hunting Website Completed
A new website created by the National Shooting Sports Foundation gives bird hunters access to open areas where they may go and hunt.  Bird hunters are encouraged to visit www.wingshootingusa.org to determine what hunting opportunities are available in their local area.  Access to quality hunting areas is the #1 issue for today's busy hunter and this site may be able to alleviate some of those concerns.  (Source: Outdoor Wire/NSSF)
