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San Francisco to Impose Major Gun Ban
If voters have their way next month, San Francisco will enact one of the most stringent gun laws in the nation.  Proposition H, if approved, would completely ban all hand guns within city limits and force people who already have hand guns to turn them over to authorities.  This “anti-crime initiative” has the blessing of most city supervisors and many local and national gun-control organizations.  Sportsmen and women who want to get involved in the fight should visit www.sfgunban.com.  For more news stories on this issue, visit www.sfgate.com.

 

Successful Lion Strategy Workshop Completed
The first of two Lion Strategy Planning Workshops was held in Douala, Cameroon on October 5 - 7, 2005. This workshop was conducted by the IUCN-Cat Specialist Group, working in conjunction with government officials and lion experts from West and Central Africa. Forty-one people from 20 countries attended. Safari Club International Foundation was a major sponsor of the event and was represented by Bob Byrne, SCIF’s Conservation Program Manager and George Pangeti, SCIF’s African Program Coordinator. The workshop series was developed in response to the Kenyan-CITES ill-conceived proposal to list African Lions on Appendix I last November. A second workshop focusing on Eastern and Southern Africa range states is scheduled for January 2006. 

 Note: A complete article on this workshop will appear in the Conserve Now! section of the November Safari Times. 

 

Governor Terminates Ammunition Storage Bill
California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger vetoed Assembly Bill 996 which would have put all ammunition behind the counter and inaccessible to anyone but store employees.  In his comments, Schwarzenegger stated “It is not clear how requiring store employees to obtain and hand customers ammunition instead of letting customers choose their own ammunition will curb crimes committed with firearms.”

 

Economic Impact of Recreation on National Wildlife Refuges
Secretary of the Interior Gale Norton recently released a report that shows recreational use on national wildlife refuges generated almost $1.4 billion in total economic activity during the 2004 fiscal year. The report, “Banking on Nature 2004: The Economic Benefits to Local Communities of National Wildlife Refuge Visitation” was compiled by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service economists. According to the study, nearly 37 million people visited national wildlife refuges in 2004, creating almost 24,000 private sector jobs and producing about $454 million in employment income. Additionally, recreational spending on refuges generated nearly $151 million in tax revenue at the local, county, state and federal level.  A full copy of the report can be found at http://www.fws.gov/refuges/. (Source: WPN)

