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ESA Passes House
The Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act of 2005 or TESRA passed the full House yesterday 229-193 and will now begin its journey in the U.S. Senate.  TESRA, sponsored by House Resource Chairman Richard Pombo (R-CA) seeks to fix long-standing problems with the original act by focusing on species recovery and providing incentives to states, counties and local land owners to do their part in the overall recovery effort.

 

South Dakota Judge Allows Mountain Lion Hunt to Proceed
South Dakota will continue with its first ever mountain lion season October 1 - December 15 after a court decision rejected an attempt to stop the hunt.  Judge Max Gors ruled that the anti-hunting group, The Mountain Lion Foundation of California, failed to prove the assertion that the lion season could destroy the Black Hills mountain lion population. The next step in the case could be further proceedings before Judge Gors, an appeal to the South Dakota Supreme Court, or the Mountain Lion Foundation voluntarily dismissing its case.  (Source: Rapid City Journal)

 

Victory in Refuge Case
Safari Club International sustained a major victory against Fund for Animals and other animal rights groups in a lawsuit that attempts to threaten the expansion of hunting opportunities on National Wildlife Refuges around the country.  SCI, together with joint defendant intervenors, U.S. Sportsmen's Legal Defense Fund, Ducks Unlimited, Isaak Walton League of America, Delta Waterfowl, and California Waterfowl, collaborated with the federal government to ask the Court to dismiss a significant portion of the Plaintiffs' claims.  On September 26, 2005, Judge Ricardo Urbina of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia granted the motion filed by SCI, dealing a major blow to Fund for Animal's strategy.

 

New York and Michigan Ban Internet Hunting
New York and Michigan have become the latest states to ban internet hunting.  Michigan House Bill 4465 and Senate Bill 620 and New York Senate Bill 2822 were all signed by their respective governors during the week of September 19th.  These bills now bring the total number of states that ban this non-sporting practice to approximately 17

