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Happy National Hunting and Fishing Day (9/24)
 

Politics Again Threaten New Jersey's Bear Hunt
SCI Members from New Jersey and SCI's Litigation Counsel from Washington D.C., Anna Seidman, were in attendance last night at Rutgers University to support the New Jersey Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy.  Per the authority of the New Jersey State Supreme Court, this policy must be drafted by the states' Fish and Game Council and then approved by the state's Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection before a bear hunting season can be established for this fall and winter in the Garden State.  

 

After the 2004 black bear season was stopped by Commissioner Bradley Campbell, the state has been experiencing bear management problems due to increasing numbers of nuisance bear incidents.  Nonetheless, the hearing on measures to manage the state's growing bear population was heated and contentious with the anti-bear hunting contingent using the meeting to vent their distaste for hunting in general and to jeer and insult hunt supporters.  Complicating matters is a recent statement by New Jersey gubernatorial front runner, Jon Corzine, about how he does not support having a bear hunt in New Jersey.  It appears that we are facing yet another battle in which politics will interfere with the science of proper bear management.  SCI will keep you posted as this issue progresses.

SCI attends ESA Hearings
On Wednesday, staff from SCI's Washington DC office attended hearings in the U.S. House and Senate on the Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act of 2005 (TESRA) or H.R. 3824.  This new bill calls for better peer-reviewed science, more collaboration with the state, county and local governments and more involvement and compensation for private land owners whose land constitutes threatened and endangered species habitat.  Testimony was presented by such diverse groups as the International Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies, Defenders of Wildlife, and private property advocacy groups.  Bill mark up is continuing this week and SCI will keep you posted on TESRA's progress.

Montana Reinstates Bison Hunt
The Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission has approved two new bison hunting seasons; running from Nov. 15-Jan. 15, and another from Jan. 16-Feb. 15.  Due to the controversial nature of this hunt, hunters will be required to undergo a training course to prepare them for killing one of the animals and possible encounters with protesters and the media.  

 

The hunt as planned would allow up to 25 bison to be taken during each of the two sessions.  Of the 50 total either-sex licenses, 24 will still be up for grabs; 16 licenses will be allocated to tribes in the state and 10 were issued previously for an abbreviated hunt that the commission canceled after the governor expressed concern about potential damage to Montana's reputation.  (Source: Helena Independent Record)

 

SCI at International Fish & Wildlife Meeting
Staff and volunteers from SCI attended the biggest international wildlife meeting of the year in Nashville, September 12-16.  The International Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies (IAFWA) meets once a year and includes representatives from all 50 states and each Canadian province as well as many other countries.  Topics of interest included recruitment and retention of hunters, the impact of global warming on wildlife, lead ingestion in mourning doves and waterfowl and more.  SCI was praised for their recent work on land management issues and the importance of getting hunters and sportsmen more involved at the local level.
