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SCI Hosts Annual AWCP Conference
SCI hosted the annual meeting of the American Wildlife Conservation Partners at its Jackson Hole Ranch August 18-20.  The AWCP is a loose confederation of over 40 leading conservation organizations representing over 6 million members including DU, NWTF, WMI, CSF and more.  SCI provided the lodging, meals, meeting space and recreational outlets for this event.  The event was chaired by Jeff Crane from the Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation.  SCI Governmental Affairs Chairman Merle Shepard was the Vice-Chair, and will take over the chair position in 2006.

 

The special guest for this year’s event was Mark Rey, Under Secretary, Natural Resources & Environment for the Department of Agriculture in Washington D.C.  Rey spoke to the group about the continued need to work with conservation groups and discussed new opportunities for this working relationship on lands owned by the Department of Transportation and the Department of Defense.  Other issues of interest included the 2007 Farm Bill, ESA reform, Hunting & Shooting MOU and a discussion of resident vs. non-resident fees in the states.  SCI also presented their findings on the overall land management planning process and a steering committee was appointed to determine how to get our groups more active in this process at the local level.  


All attendees visited the Pinedale Energy Fields in Pinedale, Wyoming.  This is one of the major focal points of energy development vs. wildlife conservation in the United States.  Three BLM staffers and members from the WY Department of Game and Fish joined the group and answered questions providing insight into a controversial issue.

 

Greenland Allows Polar Bear Hunt
Greenland will now allow tourist sport hunting of polar bears for the first time in its history.  Under the Greenland plan, 10 permits a year will be issued to tourists for polar bear trophies.  Each safari must be led by a Greenland guide or outfitter and the hunts are expected to begin in 2006 or 2007. 

 

Vermont Wolf Case 

On August 19th, Judge Garvan Murtha, of the U.S. District Court for the District Court of Vermont issued another disappointing ruling for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, on the FWS's ill-fated attempt to reclassify the nation's growing gray wolf population from "endangered" to "threatened" status.  Although the Vermont Court's opinion does nothing to change the current "endangered" status of gray wolves resulting from a previous ruling by an Oregon Federal District Court, the Vermont judge did address some issues that were outside the focus of the Oregon Court's ruling.  Judge Murtha ruled that the FWS had improperly deleted a proposed Northeastern Distinct Population Segment of wolves, without first giving the public an opportunity to comment on the matter, and that the FWS improperly lumped the Northeastern states into a single Distinct Population Segment that also included the wolf populations of Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin.  The FWS has reserved the right to appeal the Oregon Court's ruling, but has indicated that an appeal is unlikely.

 

Internet Hunting
The California state Fish and Game Commission approves a ban on hunting and fishing via the Internet.  California is one of eight states ( Maine, Minnesota, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia and Vermont are the others) to ban hunting on the Web. It is believed to be the first state to extend that ban to include fishing (Source: Sacramento Bee).

 

Canadians Get Longer Deer Hunt in Ontario
The Ministry of Natural Resources in Ontario, Canada has announced additional deer hunting opportunities in an effort to reduce crop damage, habitat degradation and deer-vehicle collisions. Throughout the province, collisions with wildlife is increasingly becoming a major public safety issue. In Peterborough County alone, police report that over 20 percent of vehicle crashes are deer related. (Source: OFAH)

