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New Jersey Bear Hunt Back On
The on-again, off-again bear hunting season in New Jersey may be back on again after the New Jersey Fish & Game Council and the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection approved a fall bear hunting season earlier this week.  Brad Campbell, the Commissioner of the DEP has decided that a managed bear hunt will help control bear populations, especially in the NW part of the state, citing recent numerous bear-human interactions.  Last year, Campbell called off the bear hunt at the last minute and the state Supreme Court halted all bear hunts until the DEP received a comprehensive policy on bear management.  That policy was submitted to Campbell this summer and is expected to be formerly accepted before hunting season begins this fall.  For more information, please visit the New Jersey DEP website at www.state.nj.us./dep.

 

New Gray Wolf Lawsuit
On August 4, 2005, Defenders of Wildlife, HSUS and nine other environmental groups filed new litigation against the federal government, once again challenging the FWS management of gray wolves.  The Plaintiff groups challenge that the FWS illegally issued permits to the states of Michigan and Wisconsin that allowed the states to take a limited number of gray wolves.  The lawsuit claims that the FWS failed to provide the public with notice, and prohibited the public from commenting on the issuance of the permits.  Safari Club International's litigation department is investigating whether involvement is merited.

 

Yellowstone Grizzlies
Environmental groups are at odds over the recent Bush administration proposal to remove Yellowstone's grizzly bears from the Endangered Species List.  The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) has decided to break from the ‘green’ pack and support the delisting effort.  Other groups, like Earthjustice, NRDC and the Sierra Club are still fighting the delisting and have already threatened a lawsuit against the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  

NWF may have ulterior motives for their actions, however.  They want to see the grizzly delisted as an example of how well the Endangered Species Act works.  NWF has been opposed to any changes in the ESA.  Currently, there is legislation in Washington D.C. designed to update and upgrade the ESA, making it more scientifically sound and removing many barriers faced by western land owners. (Source: Greenwire)

Baiting Bears in North Carolina
North Carolina moved one step closer to prohibiting bear baiting this week when a proposed law reported favorably from the Senate Committee on Agricultural, Environmental and Natural Resources and then passed the full Senate.  House Bill 1395 will now end up on Governor Easley’s desk.  No word yet if the Governor will sign off on this legislation.

