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Senate Bill 397 Passes
On Friday, hunters and gun owners enjoyed a major victory when the U.S. Senate passed S. 397, the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act, by a strong bipartisan vote of 65-31!  This bill will block frivolous lawsuits against firearms manufacturers, and will protect your rights from attack by a rogue judge or jury. The next step in the process is to move the bill passed by the Senate over to the U.S. House of Representatives for concurrence, so it is critical that you contact your U.S. Representative and urge him/her to pass the House version of the bill.  (Source: NRA)

Transportation Bill Helps Hunters and Anglers
The House of Representatives passed the TEA-21 Highway Bill on Friday which contains numerous new funding sources for hunters and anglers.  A key provision of the new bill will recapture the final 4.8 cents of the 18.3 cents per gallon tax on motorboat fuel and directs it back into the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act's Aquatic Resources Trust Fund (ARTF).  This could potentially add over $100 million per year into the fund.  Other highlights include increased funding for recreational trails, new funding for signage identifying access for anglers and hunters and vital safety programs dealing with wildlife-vehicle collisions.  The House passed the final bill by a very large margin on Friday and the Senate is expected to follow suit shortly.  (Source: CSF)

Victory for Sportsmen in East Mojave Lawsuit
A lawsuit designed to deprive desert wildlife of water ended July 18 when the two Plaintiff environmental groups informed a California federal district court that they were dismissing their claims against the National Park Service.  The lawsuit arose after the NPS decided to allow the State of California and groups like Safari Club International to restore and reactivate four wells in the Mojave National Preserve.  After the NPS decided to conduct an environmental assessment (EA) of the project in order to examine alternative methods for the well reactivation, the environmental groups, Center for Biological Diversity and PEER, dropped their suit.  The NPS is projected to complete its EA this fall.  The dismissal of the lawsuit allows the NPS to decide the best course of action without interference from the courts or Plaintiff environmental groups, heralding one more victory for SCI and for the wildlife of the Mojave National Preserve.

