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Russia Hunting Update
More News (bad) on Russian Bear Hunting Trophy Imports in Doubt

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has alerted SCI that until the situation in Russia is sorted out, they do not expect valid CITES export permits to be available from Russian federal authorities for bear trophies taken this spring.  Without a validated Russian CITES export permit, no import to the U.S. or to any other CITES country will be possible.

The FWS said that they spoke to Pavel Pavlov, Chief of Game and Animal Utilization for the Ministry of Agriculture in Russia.  According to him, no decrees have been approved by the Russian federal (as opposed to provincial) authorities to open ANY spring bear hunting seasons in Russia and there is no intention to issue any at this time.  Mr. Pavlov also told FWS that any pre-approved CITES export permits that may have been issued would not likely be certified by the Russian Government.

Brown bears are listed on CITES Appendix II which require an export permit from the country of origin to accompany a trophy that is imported into any other CITES country, including the U.S.  
Hunters are well advised not to attempt to bring their trophies into the U.S. until a valid CITES export permit has been obtained from the  Russian authorities.  Even the FWS says that the situation is fluid, however, and SCI will continue to monitor the situation and will keep you informed.  We also encourage you toÂ double check with your outfitter for the latest information.

Pennsylvania Referendum
SCI Members in PA were called upon by the office of Governor Ed Rendell to help support a pro-Natural Resources initiative at the polls on May 17th.  This referendum would provide $625 million dollars for "maintenance and protection of the environment, open space and farmland preservation, watershed protection, abandoned mine reclamation, acid mine drainage remediation and other environmental initiatives."  The communication from Governor Rendell directly to SCI continues a strongÂ relationship between the governor's office and the sportsmen and women of that state.
PETA Goes Corporate
PETA recently became part-owner of several well-known fashion retailers, including Liz Claiborne, Ann Taylor, American Eagle, Talbot's, Nordstrom, Jones Apparel, Limited Brands, and H&M, in order to encourage these companies to raise the bar for what PETA considers ethical buying practices and animal welfare reforms.  In what appears to be a growing tactic, PETA has purchased shares of the companies' common stock, enabling the group to attend annual meetings and submit shareholder resolutions urging them to take action now to put an end to what PETA considers the "cruel practices" of the Australian wool industry. 

Conservation Posters Available
Twenty-six mounted chapter conservation posters are available free of charge to the chapters that participated in these projects. They are foam-board mounted, roughly 3x4 feet and will look good at any chapter event or fundraiser.  Please see the June issue of Safari Times on page 11 for the complete list of posters available.  Contact Ken Schwartz in the DC office at kschwartz@sci-dc.org for more information.  First come, first served.

May Board Meeting
All this week, SCI chapter presidents, members and staff will be in Washington DC to discuss the latest issues in hunting and conservation.  The highlight of the week is the annual SCI Lobby Day where hundreds of SCI members "storm the Hill" to meet with their federal lawmakers and discuss issues of importance to sportsmen and women throughout the U.S.  This is a great opportunity for our membership to advocate on behalf of the sport they love

