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Dead Lead
Assemblyman Pedro Nava (D-Santa Barbara) removed his lead-ban bill from a hearing on Tuesday, April 26th in the California Assembly Water Parks and Wildlife Committee.  Assembly Bill 1002 would have immediately banned all lead ammunition in the California Condor range and phased out lead ammo throughout the rest of the state over the next 4 years.  As a result of legislature deadlines, this bill is dead for this session.  However, California is at the beginning of a two-year legislative session (2005-2006) thus the bill is technically still alive for 2006.

According to SCI's California lobbyist, Kathy Lynch, there was a significant amount of pressure from the opponents of this bill and excellent communications among sportsmen across the board.  Lack of conclusive science and technical background by ammunition manufacturers assisted the committee’s decision.  There was also strong bipartisan support including the Chair and Co-chair of the California Outdoor Sporting Caucus. 

We will keep you apprised if there is another hearing set. Thank you to all that weighed in on the bill. 

On another front, the formation of a coalition of hunting and ranching organizations to take voluntary steps to reduce the condor's exposure to lead took an important step last week at a series of workshops held in California. A "pledge" form is being developed and circulated among California groups to form the coalition. For more information contact Bob Byrne, SCIF's Conservation Program Manager at bbyrne@sci-dc.org.
 

Animal Rights Conference in DC
The animal rights crowd will be gathering in Washington DC from July 16-18 to discuss their latest strategies to stop law abiding sportsmen and women from doing what they love.  The program, entitled Taking Action for Animals will discuss how to influence the political process, gain lasting protection for animals, raise awareness and so on.  No word yet on any scheduled protests at this time.
Russia Closes Hunting Season until Further Notice 
Not only has the Spring Brown Bear hunt been closed in the southern province of Kamchatka, but SCI has just been notified that all hunting throughout Russia has been closed until further notice.  This news comes to us directly from our Asian Program Coordinator, Dr. Andrey Subbotin, who resides in Moscow.  It appears that there is a struggle brewing between the government agencies.  The hunting season has typically been opened and scheduled by the Ministry of Agriculture, but now the Federal Prosecutor’s Office is demanding that the opening of the hunting season go through Federal Ecological Expertise, which is a branch of the Ministry of Environment.  It has been estimated that nearly 1,000 Americans and four to five hundred Europeans travel to Kamchatka each year for hunting, generally for brown bear.  At this time, Dr. Subbotin is in the process of speaking with many of the regional and federal hunting administrators.  Their general consensus is that the antis present a danger as they seem to have an influence on the government.  SCI will continue to report on this situation as more details become available.  Please direct your questions or comments to Bob Byrne, SCIF Conservation Program Manager, at bbyrne@sci-dc.org or (202) 543-8733.

