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Bill to Ban Lead in California
A bill has been introduced in the California General Assembly to ban the use of all lead ammunition for hunting (both bullets and shot) in the California Condor range, which encompasses roughly the bottom third of the state, and to eventually ban lead ammunition in the entire state.  Assembly Bill 1002, introduced by Pedro Nava (D-Santa Barbara) will immediately make it "unlawful for any person to have possession of any ammunition other than nonlead ammunition, as defined by the commission, when hunting within the known or likely range of the California condor."  The bill would also seek to phase out the use of lead ammunition throughout the entire state by 2009.  This could have far reaching effects for other states where lead ingestion is an issue as well.

 

SCI, along with WMI, NRA, NSSF, SAAMI, and others, continue to develop a voluntary program for all hunters who live within condor range.  This program stresses hunter education and voluntary action to reduce lead that could get into condors, and provides a reasonable alternative to bans on lead shot and bullets.  The program asks hunters to remove or bury all gut piles for all animals taken and to use non-lead ammunition when possible.  SCI will be holding hunter education workshops on this voluntary program in Goleta, CA and San Luis Obispo, CA on April 21st and 22nd respectively.  The focus of this effort is to increase the awareness of the issue, and provide information on the voluntary actions that hunters and ranchers can take to disrupt this exposure pathway. We believe that this education effort will be a win-win by resolving the issue and increasing the support for the condor program.  For more information on this program or the workshops, contact Andrea Ambrose, Conservation Assistant in the DC office at aambrose@sci-dc.org.

 

SCI also urges all California members to contact their representative regarding this bill.  If you would like to contact Assm. Nava, he can be reached at 916/319-2035 or 805/564-1649.  We will keep you all posted as this story progresses.

 

SCI Helps Hunters in West Virginia
Thanks in small part to SCI, disabled hunters in West Virginia will now be able to use crossbows when they hunt.  SCI recently sent a letter to legislators in Charleston to "offer our support to introduce the concept of the use of crossbows by disabled hunters".  West Virginia becomes the 46th state to allow such use.

