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Mojave Victory Being Challenged
In our last Crosshairs (2/9/05), we noted that SCI secured a great victory for wildlife in California by obtaining permission from the National Park Service to restore and maintain water wells in certain parts of the Mojave National Preserve.  Last week, the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) and Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) filed suit against the Park Service to prevent this much needed work from taking place.  At press time, SCI-DC is currently addressing this injunction through litigation of its own. 

Kamchatka Shuts Down Spring Bear Hunt
SCI-DC recently received bad news for those who are planning a bear hunt this spring in the southern province of the Kamchatka peninsula.  A local court has overturned an earlier ruling and has closed the spring hunt for 2005.  An appeal is likely but it will not come in time to save this season’s hunt.  If you’ve booked a hunt, please check with your outfitter immediately.  To our knowledge, the northern province is not affected.

NY Bill to Create Anti-Hunting Office
Assembly Bill 4306, introduced last week in Albany would seek to create the "Office of Advocacy for Wildlife" designed to give all NY state wildlife employees and legislators an anti-hunting scientific view on sporting issues.  This office would be funded by taxpayers and run by anti-hunting representatives in that state.  One of the office's objectives would be to "study, develop, encourage, and provide assistance for non-lethal management of wildlife." This bill comes on the heels of a new 'anti-canned hunt' bill (SB1240) that is almost exactly the same as one that was vetoed two years ago by Gov. Pataki.  SCI encourages all NY members to contact their representatives and members of the NY State Sportsmen's Caucus to make their opinion known on this legislation.  Representatives can be found at http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/ils/legislature/legis.html.

Missouri Chapter Recognized by State
On March 1st the Missouri State Senate recognized the Central Missouri Chapter of SCI for its contributions to conservation and wildlife in Missouri.  The resolution was sponsored by Senator Maida Coleman, Minority Floor Leader, St. Louis 5th District.  Some of the wording is as follows.  Congrats to all members in Missouri. 

"Now, Therefore, Be it Resolved that we, the members of the Missouri Senate, Ninety-third General Assembly, join unanimously to applaud the history and accomplishments associated with the Central Missouri Chapter of Safari Club International and to convey to all of those involved this legislative body's most heartfelt best wishes for continued personal and professional success for many more years to come"

