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New Jersey Commissioner Jeopardizes $2 million in Pittman-Robertson Funds. 
New Jersey's Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Bradley Campbell may just have cost his state far more than a 2004 black bear season.  SCI learned today that Commissioner Campbell may have also lost his state about $2,000,000 in Pittman-Robertson Funds.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has informed New Jersey's Division of Fish and Wildlife that the FWS considers Commissioner Campbell's refusal to allow the state's upcoming black bear hunt a "diversion of funds."  The Federal Assistance Division of the FWS is preparing to recommend to the FWS Director that New Jersey be declared ineligible to receive the funding the state expected to receive under the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Program (aka Pittman-Robertson). 
SCI in Court in New Jersey 
SCI's legal counsel will appear in New Jersey State Court on Thursday to argue against the Commissioner's refusal to issue black bear hunting permits and his order to close all of the state's public lands to the black bear hunt that is scheduled to run from December 6-11, 2004.  A decision on the case is expected soon after that hearing. 
  Comments To Be Filed on Gray Wolves 
SCI will file comments this week in support of the US Fish and Wildlife Service proposed rule to de-list wolves in the Eastern Distinct Population Segment (Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota and most of New England). 
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