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SCI - First For Hunters 
In the Crosshairs -- e-news from SCI's Washington Office 
The latest and hottest news on federal, state, and international political and conservation events 
November 3, 2004 
Victory Over Antis In Bear Hunting Challenges 
Sportsmen claimed victory over anti-hunting groups as voters in Alaska and Maine rejected ballot issues banning bear hunting methods on Nov. 2. 

Maine 
Question 2, which would have prohibited bear hunting using bait, hounds and bear trapping, was defeated by a slim margin. Grassroots support from within the state helped to defeat the measure which was put on the ballot by anti-hunters. At the last minute, the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) and the Fund for Animals provided a huge sum for television ads, almost $600,000. More than 90 percent of the antisâ€™ funding came from outside the state. 

Alaska 
Ballot Measure 3 would have banned bear hunting with bait, and went down by a sizeable margin. The proposed law would have made attracting bears with bait for hunting, viewing or photography punishable by a fine of up to $10,000 for each infraction and up to a year in jail. 

SCIâ€™s members and chapters were instrumental in defeating these anti-hunting measures in both states. 

New Jersey Bear Hunt Lawsuit 
Safari Club International has filed suit to stop the New Jersey Department of Environmental protection (DEP) Commissioner Bradley Campbellâ€™s blatant misuse of authority to interfere with the stateâ€™s ability to use hunting as a tool in New Jersey black bear management. 

SCI filed the suit as a result of Commissioner Campbellâ€™s closure of all DEP public lands to the upcoming New Jersey Fish and Game Council-sanctioned 2004 bear hunt and his unwillingness to process the hunting permit applications that the DEP was ordered to accept in an October 28 New Jersey state Superior Court ruling. 

IUCN 
The IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature, headquartered in Switzerland), which is the oldest and largest conservation organization in the world, will meet in Thailand at the end of this month. IUCN, which includes nearly 100 governments and many international and national organizations, sets policy and develops treaties in the wildlife conservation field. They will consider 114 policy statements and recommendations. SCI will attend in coordination with another sportsmen's organization. The policy statements include issues like the saiga antelope, the tiger , international trapping standards , and the guidelines for sustainable use (which includes hunting) that were adopted earlier this year by the Convention on Biological Diversity.

