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SCI - First For Hunters 
In the Crosshairs -- e-news from SCI's Washington Office 
The latest and hottest news on federal, state, and international political and conservation events 
October 3, 2004 
A Recap of SCI™ Successes at CITES 
Note: Rick Parsons, Director of Government Affairs, and Sezaneh Seymour, International Affairs Manager have just completed the latest Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES) in Bangkok, Thailand. They have been filing regular reports about victory after victory achieved by SCI at this important event for hunters. Overall, one of the major themes of the conference was the recognition of hunting as an important conservation tool. The following is a synopsis of our successes: 

Kenyan Lions - Capping off more than a week of behind-the-scenes negotiations, Kenya withdrew its proposal to move the lion from Appendix II of CITES to Appendix I, which would have increased the level of protection and ended lion trophy hunting. 
Black Rhino and Leopards  -  A majority of countries agreed to allow the export of 5 black rhino hunting trophies per year from Namibia and the same number from South Africa. Also, Namibia's leopard export quota was raised from 100 to 250 trophies per year, and South Africa's leopard quota was increased from 75 to 150. (American hunters should be aware that because the black rhino is listed as endangered under the U.S. Endangered Species Act, import permits are not available under current U.S. policy.)  
Elephant Ivory / Leather  -  On the final day of the CITES meeting, Namibia won permission for the sale of local handicrafts made from ivory. All the ivory would come from elephants that died naturally or seized in the course of anti-poaching enforcement. (None of this debate affects elephant sport hunting.) The other victory in the elephant discussion was that both Namibia and South Africa were given permission for commercial sales of elephant leather. 
Saiga Antelope - Russia and three other range countries have signed an agreement with the Convention on Migratory Species for cooperation on enforcement and other management measures for dwindling saiga populations. In recognition of that agreement, a working group was formed for further discussions. Russia requested SCIF's Asian conservation representative, Andrey Subbotin, to participate in the working group. 
White Rhino & Crocodiles - The downlisting of the southern white rhino in Swaziland was approved in committee and was confirmed by the entire conference, as was the downlisting of Nile crocodile in Namibia. 
Control Systems - SCI was the only NGO on the 14-country Export Quota Working Group (EQWG). In this capacity, SCI worked with other group members to avoid the addition of rigid and burdensome bureaucratic systems that make things more difficult for sportsmen and other legitimate shippers of wildlife, while adding nothing to the management of wildlife by range states. This concern was shared by a number of range states, from Argentina to Tanzania. The EQWG decided to focus on methods that would simplify control systems and would assist range states, and agreed to continue its work to the next CITES meeting. 

In summary, SCI saw a complete sweep of victories at CITES. The African lion proposal was withdrawn, leopard hunting quotas were increased substantially for Namibia and South Africa, black rhino export quotas were approved for trophies from Namibia and South Africa, and the southern white rhino in Swaziland was downlisted to Appendix II. SCI fared very well on more technical issues and increased its involvement in areas that will affect trophy hunting around the world. 

For more details on CITES, please visit the SCI™ website at www.scifirstforhunters.org .
